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2026/27 Season Chronological List of Events
* DENOTES ARTISTS MAKING THEIR CSO OR SCP DEBUT
** DENOTES ARTISTS MAKING THEIR CSO SUBSCRIPTION DEBUT
*** DENOTES CSO FIRST PERFORMANCE
**** DENOTES CSO FIRST SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT PERFORMANCE

This calendar is current as of March 4, 2026. Artists and programs are subject to change;
for updated program information, please visit cso.orqg or call 312-294-3000.

All concerts take place in Orchestra Hall at Symphony Center,
220 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL, unless otherwise noted.

SEPTEMBER

CSO Classical

Petr Popelka & Hilary Hahn
Thursday, September 17, 7:30
Friday, September 18, 1:30
Saturday, September 19, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Petr Popelka conductor

Hilary Hahn violin

SCHUMANN Overture to Manfred
MENDELSSOHN Violin Concerto
DVORAK Symphony No. 5

CSO Classical

Makela Conducts Sibelius & Shostakovich
Thursday, September 24, 7:30

Friday, September 25, 1:30

Saturday, September 26, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Klaus Makela conductor

MARY LOUISE GORNO Chair, Board of Trustees | JEFF ALEXANDER President


http://www.cso.org/

SIBELIUS Symphony No. 7
SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 4
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OCTOBER

CSO Classical

Makela Conducts Mahler 9
Thursday, October 1, 7:30
Friday, October 2, 1:30
Saturday, October 3, 7:30
Sunday, October 4, 3:00
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Klaus Makela conductor

MAHLER Symphony No. 9

CSO Classical

Makela, Petrushka & Belshazzar's Feast
Thursday, October 8, 7:30

Friday, October 9, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Klaus Makela conductor

Thomas Hampson baritone

Chicago Symphony Chorus

Donald Palumbo chorus director

GABRIELI (Higgins) Canzon duodecimi toni
STRAVINSKY Petrushka

GABRIELI (arr. Crees) Sonata pian’ e forte
WALTON Belshazzar’s Feast




CSO Featured Concert
Symphony Ball with Klaus Makela
Saturday, October 10, 6:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Klaus Makela conductor

Thomas Hampson baritone
Chicago Symphony Chorus
Donald Palumbo chorus director

STRAVINSKY Petrushka
WALTON Belshazzar’s Feast
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CSO Classical

Guerrero Leads Fandangos & Enigma Variations
Thursday, October 15, 7:30

Friday, October 16, 1:30

Saturday, October 17, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Giancarlo Guerrero conductor

Anne Akiko Meyers violin

SIERRA Fandangos***
MARQUEZ Fandango***
ELGAR Enigma Variations

Symphony Center Presents Chamber Music
Thibaudet, Batiashvili & Capucon

Sunday, October 18, 3:00

Jean-Yves Thibaudet piano

Lisa Batiashvili violin

Gautier Capucgon cello

SHOSTAKOVICH Piano Trio No. 1 in C Minor, Op. 8
DEBUSSY Piano Trio in G Major
DVORAK Piano Trio in F Minor, Op. 65
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CSO Classical

Sleeping Beauty & Dvorak Cello Concerto
Thursday, October 22, 7:30

Saturday, October 24, 7:30

Sunday, October 25, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider conductor

Jian Wang cello

NIELSEN Overture to Maskarade****
DVORAK Cello Concerto
TCHAIKOVSKY Suite from The Sleeping Beauty

CSO Classical

Sleeping Beauty & Dvorak Cello Concerto

Friday, October 23, 7:30, Edman Memorial Chapel—Wheaton, IL (401 E. Franklin St.)
Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider conductor

Jian Wang cello

NIELSEN Overture to Maskarade
DVORAK Cello Concerto
TCHAIKOVSKY Suite from The Sleeping Beauty

CSO Classical

Brahms Requiem

Thursday, October 29, 7:30
Friday, October 30, 1:30
Saturday, October 31, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Nikolaj Szeps-Znaider conductor
Louise Alder* soprano
Konstantin Krimmel baritone
Chicago Symphony Chorus
Donald Palumbo chorus director

MOZART Symphony No. 36 (Linz)
BRAHMS A German Requiem




NOVEMBER

Symphony Center Presents Piano
Bruce Liu

Sunday, November 1, 3:00

Bruce Liu

LIGETI Fanfares from Etudes, Book |

BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 14 in C-sharp Minor, Op. 27, No. 2 (Moonlight)
CHOPIN Two Nocturnes, Op. 27

RAVEL Alborada del gracioso from Miroirs

DEBUSSY Réverie

BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 21 in C Major, Op. 53 (Waldstein)

MOMPOU Glossa sobre Au clair de la lune

MOMPOU Fantasia sobre Au clair de la lune

LISZT Rhapsodie espagnole
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CSO Classical

Beethoven 5 & Mao Fujita
Thursday, November 5, 7:30
Friday, November 6, 1:30
Saturday, November 7, 7:30
Sunday, November 8, 3:00
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Marek Janowski conductor
Mao Fujita* piano

WAGNER Prelude to Parsifal
R. STRAUSS Burlesque
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 5

CSO Featured Concert

Yo-Yo Ma & the CSO
Wednesday, November 11, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Carlos Miguel Prieto conductor
Yo-Yo Ma cello

Ginastera Four Dances from Estancia
Shostakovich Cello Concerto No. 1
Rachmaninov Symphonic Dances
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CSO Featured Concert
Andrew Bird & the CSO
Friday, November 13, 7:30
Saturday, November 14, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Andrew Bird violin and vocals
Jacomo Bairos conductor

CSO Classical

Jaap van Zweden & Vadim Gluzman
Thursday, November 19, 7:30

Friday, November 20, 7:30

Saturday, November 21, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Jaap van Zweden conductor

Vadim Gluzman violin

WOLFE Liberty Bell***
PROKOFIEYV Violin Concerto No. 2
RACHMANINOV Symphony No. 2

CSO for Kids

Family Matinee: Symphonic Superheroes
Saturday, November 21, 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, November 21, 12:45 p.m.

Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Alastair Willis conductor

Symphony Center Presents Chamber Music
Nemanja Radulovi¢ & Double Sens

Sunday, November 22, 3:00

Nemanja Radulovi¢* violin

Double Sens*

BEETHOVEN (arr. Radulovi¢) Violin Sonata No. 9 in A Major, Op. 47 (Kreutzer)
BACH Chaconne from Partita No. 2 in D Minor, BWV 1004
BACH Concerto for Violin in D Minor, BWV 1052R




CSO at the Movies

How to Train Your Dragon 2 in Concert
Friday, November 27, 7:30

Saturday, November 28, 7:30

Sunday, November 29, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Nicholas Buc conductor
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Symphony Center Presents
Vienna Boys Choir: Christmas in Vienna
Saturday, November 28, 1:30

DECEMBER

CSO Classical

Muti, Welter & Dvorak 8
Thursday, December 3, 7:30
Friday, December 4, 7:30
Saturday, December 5, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Riccardo Muti conductor
William Welter oboe

BARTOK Two Pictures
R. STRAUSS Oboe Concerto
DVORAK Symphony No. 8

CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: Stone Soup

Saturday, December 5, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, December 5, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra




Symphony Center Presents Piano
Lukas Sternath*
Sunday, December 6, 3:00

SCHUBERT (trans. Liszt) Selected Songs
SCHUBERT Wanderer Fantasy
LISZT Années de pelerinage, Deuxiéme année, ltalie
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Symphony Center Presents
A Chanticleer Christmas
Tuesday, December 8, 7:30

CSO Classical

Postcard from Vienna: Muti & Bronfman
Thursday, December 10, 7:30

Friday, December 11, 1:30

Saturday, December 12, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Riccardo Muti conductor

Yefim Bronfman piano

CHERUBINI Overture in G Major
MOZART Piano Concerto No. 24
STRAUSS FAMILY Selections from overtures, waltzes and polkas

CSO at the Movies

Elf in Concert

Friday, December 11, 7:30

Saturday, December 12, 1:30

Sunday, December 13, 3:00

Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Justin Freer conductor

Symphony Center Presents
Chicago Symphony Orchestra Brass
Tuesday, December 15, 7:30
Michael Mulcahy conductor




CSO Classical

Handel’s Messiah

Thursday, December 17, 7:30
Friday, December 18, 1:30
Saturday, December 19, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Masaaki Suzuki* conductor
Sherezade Panthaki* soprano
Hugh Cutting* countertenor
Andrew Haiji tenor

Paul Max Tipton* bass-baritone
Chicago Symphony Chorus
Donald Palumbo chorus director

HANDEL Messiah
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CSO Featured Concert

Merry, Merry Chicago!

Friday, December 18, 7:30
Saturday, December 19, 1:00
Sunday, December 20, 1:00
Sunday, December 20, 4:30
Monday, December 21, 7:30
Tuesday, December 22, 7:30
Wednesday, December 23, 1:00
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Thomas Wilkins conductor
Mandy Gonzalez vocals

JANUARY

Symphony Center Presents Piano
Rudolf Buchbinder
Sunday, January 10, 3:00

MOZART Variations on Ah vous dirai-je, maman, K. 265
BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 23 in F Minor, Op. 57 (Appassionata)

SCHUBERT Sonata in B-flat Major, D. 960




CSO at the Movies

West Side Story Film with Orchestra
Friday, January 29, 7:30

Saturday, January 30, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
David Newman conductor
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CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: Stone Soup

Saturday, January 30, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, January 30, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Symphony Center Presents Piano
Mitsuko Uchida
Sunday, January 31, 3:00

HAYDN Variations in F Minor
SCHOENBERG Six Little Piano Pieces
MOZART Rondo in A Minor, K. 511
SCHUBERT Piano Sonata in A Major, D. 959

FEBRUARY

CSO Classical

Rana Plays Tchaikovsky
Thursday, February 4, 7:30
Saturday, February 6, 7:30
Sunday, February 7, 3:00
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Dima Slobodeniouk conductor
Beatrice Rana piano

BEETHOVEN Leonore Overture No. 3
TCHAIKOVSKY Piano Concerto No. 1
NIELSEN Symphony No. 4 (The Inextinguishable)




CSO Classical
Rana Plays Tchaikovsky
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Friday, February 5, 7:30, Edman Memorial Chapel—Wheaton, IL (401 E. Franklin St.)

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Dima Slobodeniouk conductor
Beatrice Rana piano

BEETHOVEN Leonore Overture No. 3
TCHAIKOVSKY Piano Concerto No. 1
NIELSEN Symphony No. 4 (The Inextinguishable)

CSO Classical

Thibaudet & The Mermaid
Thursday, February 11, 7:30
Friday, February 12, 1:30
Saturday, February 13, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Fabien Gabel conductor
Jean-Yves Thibaudet piano

MUSSORGSKY (orch. Rimsky-Korsakov) Prelude to Khovanshchina
KHACHATURIAN Piano Concerto
ZEMLINSKY The Mermaid

Symphony Center Presents
Pink Martini

Friday, February 12, 8:00
Storm Large vocals

CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: Stone Soup

Saturday, February 13, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, February 13, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
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CSO Classical

Karina Canellakis & Randall Goosby
Friday, February 19, 1:30

Saturday, February 20, 7:30

Sunday, February 21, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Karina Canellakis conductor

Randall Goosby violin

BEETHOVEN Overture to Egmont
MOZART Violin Concerto No. 3
SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 15

CSO Classical

Honeck Conducts Bates & Mahler 1
Thursday, February 25, 7:30

Friday, February 26, 1:30

Saturday, February 27, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Manfred Honeck conductor

BATES The Escapist Symphony [World Premiere, CSO Commission]***
MAHLER Symphony No. 1

Symphony Center Presents
Kodo One Earth Tour 2027: Luminance
Sunday, February 28, 3:00




MARCH

CSO Classical

Bicket, Weiss & Bach
Thursday, March 4, 7:30

Friday, March 5, 7:30

Saturday, March 6, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Harry Bicket conductor

Orion Weiss piano

MOZART Serenata notturna

BACH Keyboard Concerto No. 1

BACH Keyboard Concerto No. 3***
PART Summa***

PROKOFIEV Symphony No. 1 (Classical)
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CSO for Kids

Family Matinee: The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra
Saturday, March 6, 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, March 6, 12:45 p.m.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser conductor

The Second City guest artists

BRITTEN The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra

CSO Classical

Beethoven Violin Concerto & Mendelssohn
Thursday, March 11, 7:30

Friday, March 12, 1:30

Saturday, March 13, 7:30

Sunday, March 14, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Maxim Emelyanychev* conductor

Isabelle Faust violin

MENDELSSOHN-HENSEL Overture in C Major***
MENDELSSOHN Symphony No. 5 (Reformation)
BEETHOVEN Violin Concerto
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CSO Classical

A Little Night Music

Thursday, March 18, 7:30
Saturday, March 20, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
James Gaffigan conductor
Alisa Weilerstein cello

PROKOFIEV Symphony-Concerto
MOZART Eine kleine Nachtmusik
SCHUMANN Symphony No. 4

CSO Classical

A Little Night Music

Friday, March 19, 7:30, Edman Memorial Chapel—Wheaton, IL (401 E. Franklin St.)
Chicago Symphony Orchestra

James Gaffigan conductor

Alisa Weilerstein cello

PROKOFIEV Symphony-Concerto
MOZART Eine kleine Nachtmusik
SCHUMANN Symphony No. 4

CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: The Elves and the Shoemaker
Saturday, March 20, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, March 20, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Symphony Center Presents Piano
Leif Ove Andsnes
Sunday, March 21, 3:00

BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 30 in E Major, Op. 109
BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 31 in A-flat Major, Op. 110
BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 32 in C Minor, Op. 111




CSO Featured Concert

Lang Lang Plays Beethoven Piano Concertos 1 & 4
Wednesday, March 24, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Paavo Jarvi conductor

Lang Lang piano

BEETHOVEN Overture to Fidelio
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 1
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 4
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CSO Featured Concert

Lang Lang Plays Beethoven Piano Concertos 2 & 3
Friday, March 26, 1:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Paavo Jarvi conductor

Lang Lang piano

BEETHOVEN Consecration of the House Overture
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 2
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 3

CSO Featured Concert

Lang Lang Plays Beethoven Emperor Concerto
Saturday, March 27, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Paavo Jarvi conductor

Lang Lang piano

BEETHOVEN Overture to The Creatures of Prometheus

BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 4
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 5 (Emperor)




APRIL

CSO Classical

Jordan, Hadelich & Tchaikovsky 4
Friday, April 2, 7:30

Saturday, April 3, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Philippe Jordan conductor
Augustin Hadelich violin

WAGNER Overture to Rienzi
KORNGOLD Violin Concerto
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 4
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Symphony Center Presents

Lila Downs: Cambias mi mundo
Sunday, April 4, 7:00

Lila Downs vocals and guitar

CSO Classical

Muti Conducts Rossini

Thursday, April 8, 7:30

Friday, April 9, 7:30

Saturday, April 10, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Riccardo Muti conductor

Eleonora Buratto soprano
Elizabeth DeShong mezzo-soprano
Giovanni Sala tenor

Maharram Huseynov bass-baritone
Chicago Symphony Chorus
Donald Palumbo chorus director

ROSSINI Overture to William Tell
ROSSINI Ballet Music from William Tell***
ROSSINI Stabat mater




CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: The Elves and the Shoemaker
Saturday, April 10, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, April 10, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
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Symphony Center Presents Piano
Yuja Wang
Sunday, April 11, 3:00

CSO Classical

Hrisa Conducts Shostakovich 7
Thursday, April 15, 7:30

Friday, April 16, 7:30

Saturday, April 17, 7:30

Sunday, April 18, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Jakub Hrasa conductor

SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 7 (Leningrad)

Symphony Center Presents

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis
Tuesday, April 20, 8:00

Friday, April 23, 8:00

Wynton Marsalis trumpet and artistic director
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CSO Classical

Glover, Chen & the CSO
Thursday, April 22, 7:30

Friday, April 23, 1:30

Saturday, April 24, 7:30
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Dame Jane Glover conductor
Robert Chen violin

ABELS More Seasons***

R. STRAUSS Violin Concerto
RAVEL Le tombeau de Couperin
HAYDN Symphony No. 83 (The Hen)

CSO for Kids

Once Upon a Symphony: The Elves and the Shoemaker
Saturday, April 24, 10:00 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Saturday, April 24, 11:45 a.m., Buntrock Hall at Symphony Center
Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Symphony Center Presents Piano
Evgeny Kissin
Sunday, April 25, 3:00

BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 2, No. 1
BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 13 in E-flat Major, Op. 27, No. 1 (Quasi una fantasia)
BEETHOVEN Diabelli Variations




MAY

CSO Classical

Honeck Conducts Mahler & Bruckner 9
Thursday, May 6, 7:30

Friday, May 7, 1:30

Saturday, May 8, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Manfred Honeck conductor

Marianne Crebassa mezzo-soprano

MAHLER Songs from Des Knaben Wunderhorn
BRUCKNER Symphony No. 9
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Symphony Center Presents Piano
Piotr Anderszewski
Sunday, May 9, 3:00

BRAHMS Twelve Selections from Opp. 116-119
SCHUBERT Sonata in C Minor, D. 958

CSO Classical

Makela, Batiashvili & Sibelius 1
Thursday, May 13, 7:30
Saturday, May 15, 7:30

Sunday, May 16, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Klaus Makela conductor

Lisa Batiashvili violin

LINDBERG New Work [United States Premiere, CSO Co-commission]***
LINDBERG Violin Concerto No. 1***
SIBELIUS Symphony No. 1




CSO for Kids

Family Matinee: Einstein’s Imagination
Saturday, May 15, 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, May 15, 12:45 p.m.

Members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Tania Miller conductor
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Symphony Center Presents Chamber Music
Kissin, Vengerov & Capugon

Tuesday, May 18, 7:30

Evgeny Kissin piano

Maxim Vengerov violin

Gautier Capucon cello

BEETHOVEN Piano Trio in C Minor, Op. 1, No. 3

BEETHOVEN Piano Trio in D Major, Op. 70, No. 1 (Ghost)
BEETHOVEN Piano Trio in B-flat Major, Op. 97 (Archduke)

CSO Classical

Tan Dun: Water Concerto & Marco Polo
Thursday, May 20, 7:30

Friday, May 21, 1:30

Saturday, May 22, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Tan Dun* conductor

Yuri Yamashita* percussion

TAN DUN Passacaglia: Secret of Wind and Birds***
TAN DUN Water Concerto***
TAN DUN Concerto for Orchestra from Marco Polo***

CSO Featured Concert

Two Pianos: Who Could Ask for Anything More?
Monday, May 24, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Keith Lockhart conductor

Jean-Yves Thibaudet piano

Michael Feinstein piano and vocals




CSO Classical

Esa-Pekka Salonen & Yunchan Lim
Thursday, May 27, 7:30

Friday, May 28, 1:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Esa-Pekka Salonen conductor
Yunchan Lim piano

SALONEN Tiju (Revised Version) [United States Premiere]***
LISZT Piano Concerto No. 2
BERLIOZ Selections from Romeo and Juliet
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JUNE

CSO Classical

Concerto for Two Pianos with Lucas & Arthur Jussen
Thursday, June 3, 7:30

Friday, June 4, 1:30

Saturday, June 5, 7:30

Sunday, June 6, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Kazuki Yamada conductor

Lucas Jussen piano

Arthur Jussen piano

GLASS The Light***
POULENC Concerto for Two Pianos
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 2

CSO Classical

Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No. 2
Thursday, June 10, 7:30

Friday, June 11, 1:30

Saturday, June 12, 7:30

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Sir Mark Elder conductor

Benjamin Grosvenor piano

RACHMANINOV Piano Concerto No. 2
ELGAR Symphony No. 1




CSO Classical

Makela Conducts Beethoven 9
Thursday, June 17, 7:30

Friday, June 18, 7:30

Saturday, June 19, 7:30
Sunday, June 20, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Klaus Makela conductor

Chen Reiss soprano

Sasha Cooke mezzo-soprano
Siyabonga Maqungo* tenor
Gerald Finley* bass-baritone
Chicago Symphony Chorus
Donald Palumbo chorus director

BEETHOVEN Elegy
BOULEZ Le soleil des eaux***
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 9
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CSO at the Movies

Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back in Concert
Friday, June 25, 7:30

Saturday, June 26, 7:30

Sunday, June 27, 3:00

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Sarah Hicks conductor




